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LVA 26th LITERARY AWARDS NOMINEES 

FICTION 
Author's Name 2nd Author Title Publisher 

Angoe, Yasmin   They Come At Knight Thomas & Mercer 

Awad, Paul O’Sullivan, Kathryn When Earth Shall Be No More Secant Publishing 

Barudin, David C.  People Around the Corner and Other 
Strangers Self-Published 

Bayard, Louis  Jackie & Me Algonquin Books 

Bhatnagar, Leena  The Tea Merchant Self-Published 

Chavez, Lorenzo  The Light of a Cuban Son Torchflame Books 

Dill, James K.  Malone Ridge Little Star Books 

Du Brul, Jack  Clive Cussler The Sea Wolves G.P. Putnam’s Sons 

Falco, Edward  Transcendent Gardening C&R Press 

Glose, Bill  All the Ruined Men St. Martin’s Press 

Harrington, Jane  In Circling Flight Brighthorse Books 
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Hedger, Joey  Deliver Thy Pigs Malarky Books 

Helentjaris, Diane  The Indenture of Ivy O’Neill AIA Publishing 

Holsinger, Bruce  The Displacements Riverhead Books 

Johns, Fran Moreland  Marshallville Stories Panglossian Press 

Kauffman, Rebecca  Chorus Counterpoint 

Kingsolver, Barbara  Demon Copperhead Harper 

Lyon, Sharon  Fossil Woman Self-Published 

Meredith, Candace  Girls Drive Jeeps Impspired 

Moore, Bradford  The Phoenix of Upperville Brandylane Publishers 

Musgrove, John  Ginter’s Pope Little Star Books 

Rafique, Abu B.  Of Memories & Mirages Brandylane Publishers 

Reid, Kathleen  Secrets in the Palazzo Köehler Books 

Robinson, Shauna  Must Love Books Sourcebooks 
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Roy, Lucinda  Flying the Coop Tor 

Scott, Rae  The Reaper Page Publishing 

Spaar, Lisa Russ  Paradise Close: A Novel Persea Books 

Stickley, Robert S.  A Bended Circuity corona / samizdat 

Tobin, J. E.   When We Were Wolves Pale Horse Books 

Trigiani, Adriana  The Good Left Undone Dutton 

Wright, Jason F.  Even the Dog Knows Shadow Mountain 
Publishing 

NONFICTION 
Author's Name 2nd Author Title Publisher 

Alford, Terry  In the Houses of Their Dead: The 
Lincolns, The Booths, and The Spirits W.W. Norton & Company 

Baxter, Derek  
In Pursuit of Jefferson: Traveling 
through Europe with the Most 
Perplexing Founding Father 

Sourcebooks 

Brockway, Kathleen L.  
The Lost Shared Signing Community 
of Lantz Mills and Shenandoah 
County, Virginia 

Shenandoah County 
Historical Society 

Censer, Jane Turner  
The Princess of Albemarle: Amélie 
Rives, Author and Celebrity at the Fin 
de Siècle 

University of Virginia Press 



4 
 

Childs, Mary  
The Bond King: How One Man Made a 
Market, Built an Empire, and Lost It 
All 

Flatiron Books 

Cothern, Andrew  RVA Playlist: Stories from the 
Richmond, Virginia Music Scene Self-Published 

DeFonzo, Alicia  The Time Left Between Us Potomac Books 

Dickinson, Michael 
Lawrence  Almost Dead: Slavery and Social 

Rebirth in the Black Urban Atlantic University of Georgia Press 

Dyer, Joyce  Pursuing John Brown: On the Trail of 
a Radical Abolitionist University of Akron Press 

Edds, Margaret  
What the Eyes Can’t See: Ralph 
Northam, Black Resolve, and a Racial 
Reckoning in Virginia 

University of South Carolina 
Press 

Edlich, Ted Brown, Barry The Coach Gaither Story: Strong 
Faith and Tough Love in the Star City Young Hawks Press 

Fontánez, Edwin  One Last Song for My Father: A Son’s 
Memoir Exit Studio Publishing 

Green, Kristen  
The Devil’s Half-Acre: The Untold 
Story of How One Woman Liberated 
the South’s Most Notorious Slave Jail 

Seal Press 

Greene, Ronnie  
Heart of Atlanta: Five Black Pastors 
and the Supreme Court Victory for 
Integration 

Chicago Review Press 

Hamilton, Ernest D.  Overcoming Challenge: The Tar-Billy 
Way Pocahontas Press 
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Harris, Taylor  This Boy We Made Catapult 

Hebert, Michael J.  Ever Vigilant, Tales of the Vietnam 
War Self-Published 

Horowitz, Sarah  
The Red Widow: The Scandal That 
Shook Paris and the Woman Behind 
it All 

Sourcebooks 

Hostetter, Mary Alice  Plain: A Memoir of Mennonite 
Girlhood 

University of Wisconsin 
Press 

Hyland Jr., William G.  Thomas Jefferson Family Secrets Palmetto Publishing 

Kaplan, Fred  His Masterly Pen: A Biography of 
Jefferson the Writer Harper 

Katz, Jonathan M.  
Gangsters of Capitalism: Smedley 
Butler, the Marines, and the Making 
and Breaking of America’s Empire 

St. Martin’s Press 

Kokas, Aynne  
Trafficking Data: How China is 
Winning the Battle for Digital 
Sovereignty 

Oxford University Press 

Kunzinger, Bob  The Iron Scar: A Father and Son in 
Siberia Madville Publishing 

Lithwick, Dahlia  Lady Justice: Women, the Law and 
the Battle to Save America Penguin Press 

Macy, Beth  
Raising Lazarus: Hope, Justice, and 
the Future of America’s Overdose 
Crisis 

Little, Brown and Company 
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McNeil, Mary Llewellyn  Century’s Witness: The Extraordinary 
Life of Journalist Wallace Carroll Whaler Books 

Miles, Kathryn  Trailed: One Woman’s Quest to Solve 
the Shenandoah Murders Algonquin Books 

Morris, Bill  
The Age of Astonishment: John 
Morris in the Miracle Century – From 
the Civil War to the Cold War 

Pegasus Books 

Neumann, Brian C.  
Bloody Flag of Anarchy: Unionism in 
South Carolina During the 
Nullification Crisis 

Louisiana State University 
Press 

Petrosino, Kiki  Bright: A Memoir Sarabande Books 

Purcell, Aaron D.  
As Wolves upon a Sheep Fold: The 
Civil War Letters of Ohio Surgeon 
William S. Newton 

The University of 
Tennessee Press 

Radulescu, Domnica  Dream in a Suitcase: The Story of an 
Immigrant Life Austin Macauley Publishers 

Roberts, Barbara 
Carroll  

A Rose Named Peace: How Francis 
Meilland Created a Flower of Hope for 
a World at War 

Candlewick Press 

Roman, Shaara  The Conscious Workplace: Fortify 
Your Culture to Thrive in Any Crisis Bedgeburry Press 

Sackier, Shelley  Make it a Double Pegasus Books 

Samatar, Sofia  The White Mosque: A Memoir Catapult 
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Smithers, Gregory D.  
Reclaiming Two-Spirits: Sexuality, 
Spiritual Renewal & Sovereignty in 
Native America 

Beacon Press 

Smoot, Betsy Rohaly  Parker Hitt: The Father of American 
Military Cryptology 

University Press of 
Kentucky 

Stevens, Ernest Ruggiero, Nicholas Mental Health and De-Escalation Self-Published 

Stryk, Suzanne  The Middle of Somewhere: An Artist 
Explores the Nature of Virginia Trinity University Press 

Thomas, John Charles  The Poetic Justice: A Memoir University of Virginia Press 

Thorp, Daniel  
In the True Blue’s Wake: Slavery and 
Freedom among the Families of 
Smithfield Plantation 

University of Virginia Press 

Toscano, David  Bellwether: Virginia’s Political 
Transformation, 2006-2020 Hamilton Books 

Vollmer, Matthew  This World Is Not Your Home EastOver Press 

Warnick, Melody  
If You Could Live Anywhere: The 
Surprising Importance of Place in a 
Work-from-Anywhere World 

Sourcebooks 

Wheeler, Lesley  Poetry’s Possible Worlds Tinderbox Editions 

White, Jonathan  

 

A House Built By Slaves: African 
American Visitors to the Lincoln 
White House 

 

Rowman and Littlefield 
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POETRY 
Author's Name 2nd Author Title Publisher 

Beasley, Sherry 
Hughes   The White Flowers Wood Nymph Press 

Bhowmik, Anuradha  Brown Girl Chromatography University of Pittsburgh 
Press 

Brock, Rebecca  Each Bearing Out Kelsay Books 

Bylenok, Laura  Living Room Backwaters Press 

Christiano, Roberto  Port of Leaving (Expanded Edition) Finishing Line Press 

Cushman, Stephen  Keep the Feast Louisiana State University 
Press 

Hawken, Wendell  After Ward Cherry Grove Collections 

Jarvis, Andrew  Sojourners: Poems Wayfarer Books 

Kissam V, Luther  Have I Told You About My 
Superpowers Little Star Books 

Mackinnon, Margaret  Afternoon in Cartago Ashland Poetry Press 

Maggio, Mike  Let’s Call it Paradise San Francisco Bay Press 

Mahgerefteh, Michal  The Rising Song Poetica Publishing 

Matthews, Charlotte  The Half-Life of Regret Unicorn Press 

McCabe, Melanie  The Night Divers Terrapin Books 
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McDonald, Kindra  Teaching a Wild Thing Kelsay Books 

Meitner, Erika  Useful Junk BOA Editions, Ltd. 

Nahal, Anita  Kisses at the Espresso Bar Kelsay Books 

Orr, Greg  Selected Books of the Beloved Copper Canyon Press 

Parker, Lisa J.  The Parting Glass Madville Publishing 

Parsons, Kim Ports  The Mayapple Forest Terrapin Books 

Price, C. Russell  oh you thought this was a date?!: 
Apocalypse Poems 

Northwestern University 
Press 

Rebele-Henry, Brynne  Prelude: Poems University of Pittsburgh 
Press 

Scott, Darlene Anita  Marrow: Poems University Press of 
Kentucky 

Sharp, Meighan L. Huddle, David Effusive Greetings to Friends Groundhog Poetry Press 

Sweeney, Isaac  Trudges to Uphill Spots Self-Published 

Tate, Paige “Creare”  The Abyss Self-Published 

 
 

 


